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THREE APPLES BOOK AWARD 

NEW YORK - The New York Library Association (NYLA) announced on May 6, the 

2017 kids choice 3 Apples Book Award winners.  The nominated titles are generated 

by kids, for kids in three separate categories: Young Reader (UPK - 2nd grade), Chil-

dren (grades 3-6), and Teen (grades 7-12). 

 

This year, voting on the top fifteen titles in each category took place in school and public libraries across 

New York State from April 1-30, 2017.  Over 75 school and public libraries participated, with over 

6000 votes cast during the month by New York State youth. 

 
The 2017 3 Apples Book Award Winners are as follows: 

 Young Reader Category: The Book With No Pictures by B.J. Novak. New York: Dial Books for Young 
Readers, 2015  

 Children’s Category: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. New York: Miramax Books/Hyperion, 

2005. 

 Teen Category: The Fault in our Stars by John Green. New York: Dutton Books, 2012 
 
You can view a Facebook Live video of the awards being announced this morning at: 

https://www.facebook.com/5522114/videos/10103825618586536 
 

The 3 Apples Book Award Joint Committee is comprised of members from NYLA’s two youth divisions: 

the Section of School Librarians (SSL) and the Youth Services Section (YSS). For more information about 

the history of the award, visit nyla.org/3apples  Oswego’s own Molly Clark is Chairperson. 

 

GIRL AMBASSADORS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
Drawing on the life and legacy of Matilda Joslyn Gage, the Gage Foundation Girl Ambassadors for 
Human Rights Program inspires and empowers young women to become agents of change on the local, 
national, and global stage. High school-aged girls 15-18 years old, who are interested in social justice, 
are encouraged to apply. The Gage Foundation Girl Ambassadors for Human Rights Program is a com-
prehensive program offering girls the opportunity to facilitate dialogue about Social Justice issues in their 
community, connect with community social justice organizations, and participate in a social justice service 
project. (please see attached application) 
 

CNYSSL EVENTS  

Check out the webpage:  http://cnysl.weebly.com/ 

 
 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

https://www.facebook.com/5522114/videos/10103825618586536
http://nyla.org/3apples
http://cnysl.weebly.com/
http://www.citiboces.org/sls
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SCHOOL LIBRARIANS YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

We cannot tell the story of how you impact student achievement without YOU. Please participate in the survey: Tell us: What’s Hap-
pening in Your School Library. The link to the survey can be found at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9HNKWJH This invitation is 

being extended to all school librarians employed in public schools in New York State.  

We have been invited to participate in this survey before, and it will take minimally 30 minutes to complete, but they have sweetened 

the pot. Since we are small in number, we have 12 definite winners. Remember, this is for the good of the school library community 

and we do need to do our little part in letting others know how important we are to student achievement.  

Twelve respondents from EACH of the 37 BOCES School Library Systems as well as the 5 New York City boroughs, who provide their 

school information and complete the survey will be eligible to win a $25.00 visa gift card. The 500+ respondents will be randomly 

selected and we will notify you of your 12 winners via the BEDS code information provided on the survey by the end of July 2017. 

ESSA PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner MaryEllen  Elizabeth anson, and the Education Department will host an Student Succeeds 
Act Public Hearing to public comment on a draft plan that will be presented the Board of in 

 

 

NYSED IS LOOKING FOR YOUR EXPERTISE.  

I believe Deb McHugh served on this or a similar committee a few years ago. It was a great experience. Please consider: 

On behalf of Deputy Commissioner John D’Agati, the New York State Education Department (NYSED) invites you to nominate individu-
als to serve on the New York State Teacher Certification Examinations (NYSTCE) Standard Setting Committee for the edTPA. The 
edTPA Standard Setting Committee will consider if the passing score for the edTPA should be reset and gradually phased-in over 

several years. The edTPA is a subject-specific performance assessment required for teacher certification in New York State. 

The edTPA Standard Setting Committee will meet for a one-day conference on June 15, 2017 in Malta, New York. The committee will 

ultimately recommend to the Department and the Commissioner any revisions to the edTPA passing score.  

NYSED needs your assistance with identifying nominees from the following areas: higher education faculty, deans and directors of 
education programs, BOCES staff, Teacher Center directors, school administrators, curriculum specialists, and P-12 teachers. The nomi-
nees must have a deep knowledge of working with diverse learners. In addition, the Department is interested in nominees who repre-
sent the demographic and geographic diversity of New York State (e.g., racial, ethnic, community type, geographic location within the 

state). 

Please submit the names of up to three nominees by May 15, 2017 at http://research.net/s/NYSTPNominate. Please write “edTPA 
Standard Setting” in the “Additional Information” box on the online nomination form. The committee members will be selected from the 

pool of nominees; not all nominees will be selected. 

In addition, the nominees must fill out a recruitment form at https://www.research.net/r/edTPAStandardSetting to be considered for 
the committee. Please forward this link to your nominees. Nominees can get more information regarding the edTPA Standard Setting 

at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/teachop-nystce.html. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Anne Hartjen at (518) 474-1087 or by e-mail at anne.hartjen@nysed.gov. Thank you for 

your help with this important effort on behalf of New York State’s students.   

 

  

It is only impossible if you never try. 

           Eric Sheninger 

http://research.net/s/NYSTPNominate
https://www.research.net/r/edTPAStandardSetting
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/teachop-nystce.html
mailto:jcase@mail.nysed.gov
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FROM DR. RUTH SMALL 

Would you like to participate in an exciting national project, get some authentic lesson creation experience, and get paid for 

doing it?  

Dr. Marilyn Arnone and I are directing an IMLS-funded project to help school librarians support creative thinking and innovation in 
young children. We are working with elementary and middle school librarians nationwide to train them to be mentors to young inno-
vators in their schools and are developing a unique web site, “The Innovation Destination” that will house more than 1000 resources 
for stimulating students’ curiosity, creativity, and innovative thinking. The centerpiece of this website will be a searchable database of 
over 500 video segments from interviews with 50 young innovators (gr.4-8) nationwide. This treasure trove of original and existing 
resources for educators, parents, and kids also includes online mentoring training designed specifically for librarians and a variety of 

lesson plans and learning activities directly linked to the young innovator interviews.  

We are looking for 8-10 librarians (or librarians-in-training) to participate in this project by creating original lesson plans and relat-
ed learning activities (to be used within a lesson plan or as a stand-alone exercise) that address topics covered in these interviews, 
such as “Learning from Failure,” “Taking an Idea to Reality,” “Innovating in a Group,” and “Asking the Right Questions.” We have de-
veloped templates for creating these resources, as well as sample lesson plans and learning activities to use as models. To participate, 
graduate students not already working in libraries must have taken and received at least a B in IST 663 (or equivalent course) to par-

ticipate. 

We are asking for each participant to develop 5 lesson STEM-integrated, inquiry-based lesson plans and 5 STEM-integrated, inquiry-
based learning activities (one each at grade 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8) that support youth innovation behaviors and activities. They can be adap-

tations of plans already created or brand new ones, as long as they meet our stated criteria.  

We are offering $250 for satisfactory completion and submission of the ten resources described above by July 31, 2017. In addition, 
all accepted plans and activities will be part of the project website (with full credit to the author), which we will be officially launching 
at AASL in November. We’ll provide guidance and feedback throughout the process (if you want/need it) and are willing to negoti-
ate the number of lesson plans and learning activities (more than 10, fewer than 10) that you choose to develop, pro-rating the 

amount we pay for them.  

Wouldn’t you like to be part of this unique project??   

If you are interested, please contact me at drruth@syr.edu no later than May 20, 2017. If you are not interested but know someone 

who might be, we would appreciate your forwarding this message.  Thanks, Ruth V. Small, Ph.D. 

  

mailto:drruth@syr.edu

